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possibility of striking a  better bargain through Federal
plan than that offered by the Commission.
The Imperial Government, on the other hand, realized
that the denial of central responsibility would leave room
for dissatisfaction among those whose co-operation was
necessary for the success of the New Indian Constitution,
and sought to exploit the Federal idea with the object of
reconciling the unitary system in the Centre with that of
the parliamentary system in the Provinces. Should the
latter be introduced in the Centre, the recommendations
of the Commission in regard to the constitution of the
future Government of India would have to be altered out
of all recognition. Further, it is held that the proposals
of the Commission would not provide a strong Centre.
The reason is set out in a speech by Lord Irwin in the
House of Lords (April 6, 1933). He said :
" You have 145 members at the present time in the
Assembly of the Central Legislature. Of those 145 some
105, if I remember rightly, are elected. The other 40 are
partly officials and are partly nominated by the Governor-
General. The Simon Commission recommended, if I re-
collect rightly, that the Assembly should consist of some-
thing like 250 members, in which there should be 6 members
of Viceroy's Council and another 12 nominated members.
That is 18 out of 250. As against that he has to-day 40
of what I may call reasonably probable Governor-General
votes. Noble Lords will observe at once that the position
of difficulty in which, as the noble Marquess Lord Reading
rightly said, the Governor-General may frequently find
himself to-day, would be indefinitely aggravated if he were
asked to work a system of that sort with the support of
only 18 out of 250 members. Therefore do not let us have
any vision of a strong Centre being secured by the Report
of the Statutory Commission. The Report has great merits,
and reading and re-reading it I am struck with admiration
of it, but it has not the merit of providing a strong Centre."
The co-operation of the Indian States in a Federal
scheme is expected to provide this strength, and that is

